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Alumni News

RTVF MFA in Writing graduate Alex Phillips's short Pushing Mongo and RTVF grad
Brandon Daley 's Technology Lake: Meditations on Death and Sex were showcased in the
2nd Annual Chicago Shorts Night.

RTVF grad Rachel
Wolther’s Cinema Rules
Everything Around Me, a
profile on cinephile Caroline
Golum in which she talks
about her love of going to the
movies in NYC, premiered at
the 15th Annual Focus on
Female Directors

RTVF alumnus Roger
Mason received the 2020
Chuck Rowland Pioneer
Award to recognize his
contributions to LGBTQ
playwriting. In addition, his
play Lavender Men will be
premiering this spring at the
SkyLight Theater in LA and
his film SOFTER premiered
on the West Coast in February
at PAFF.

RTVF alumnus Eric Bodge
showed his film Herman at
the Nightmares Film Festival.
This film included the work of
other RTVF alumni, who are
credited here.

http://americancinemathequecalendar.com/content/15th-annual-focus-on-female-directors
https://www.americantheatre.org/2020/01/10/skylight-theatre-company-announces-season-of-new-works/
https://www.paff.org/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10092616/fullcredits/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76Fxmy2MjDY&t=360s
https://vimeo.com/366277893


RTVF MFA Writing alum Onicia Muller Torres  will
have her short story Three Three Little Latchkeys
published in the inaugural issue of The Black Woman's
Latitude Zine. This short story was previously published
in Distinguished Diva, a digital lifestyle magazine for black
women. Additionally, American Greetings will debut 8
cards written by her that honor the rich heritage of black
culture.

MFA alumnus Terrance
Brown has been hired as
tenure track Assistant
Professor of Screenwriting at
the University of Notre Dame.

Hannah Spaulding
received an Assistant
Professor position at the
University of Lincoln in
England.

Joe Giovannetti's play The
Promotion showed in March
at New Jersey Rep. He was
interviewed by
BroadwayWorld about it.

Kim Hasara (MA in Sound Arts and
Industries ’19) produces podcasts for Bleav
Podcast Network.

Naeema Torres' (MFA Doc Media '19) newest project The House on the Hill has been

selected as a finalist for Tribeca Film Institute and Cleveland International Film Festival's

Short Doc Pitch Competition. Torres will be co-directing the film with Amber Love and

collaborating with Doc Media alumni Camila Guarda ('19) who will be the film's

cinematographer. Guarda's The Woman and the Sea is a Semi-Finalist for the

European Cinematography Awards.

Natasha Nair’s (MFA Doc Media '19) thesis film In the Wake received the Best Short Award

at Big Muddy Film Festival.

  

Jessica Scott's (MFA Doc Media '19) The Color of Skin screened at the L.A. Black Film Fest

and San Diego Black Film Festival in February.

 

Hasan Demirtas' (MFA Doc Media '17) powerful new documentary You Name It screened

at this year's Treasure Coast International Film Festivalin St. Lucie, Florida. The film also

http://www.distinguisheddiva.com/three-little-latchkeys/admin/
https://www.broadwayworld.com/new-jersey/article/BWW-Interview-Playwright-Joe-Giovannetti-and-THE-PROMOTION-at-NJ-Rep-20200221?fbclid=IwAR31rINBGMN3am8pQfF-QYLRCkgpPtMO057iasAcYz9bcho4sXgyRu7h1uo
https://www.facebook.com/TribecaFilmInstitute/?_https://www.tfiny.org/press_releases/detail/tfi_and_cleveland_international_film_festival_announce_finalists_for_short?fbclid=IwAR0u2Q_f0kjdwwmvxSiZLZNB2Md_qmZcZCryfjK2v6IPD4VeqGu3UihZFRk_tn__=K-R&eid=ARBo3z6Gi4moTE-7wuvHgzuE-3m0ntBVyP18ye0RYT_CIiRZ3Ir0xFN_Wlhlcq-WPoqe5V7ESFn0m6EM&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBCkfuo5C2ZcJJdNeIhyYm91wL_6Hy373z3jcZjAnG79ZPtQr0AMKNsbYdUTzt4SH44ioIreodfCMlwgHqL-cftJMICQ9koe81xSmaL14XPdQVYF-H2frG5yY5qvL7Y4nXESH6p_i4xusCBYsGGFHDOjcpJxfbEVuvnuh_0kiFD3-ifoehZFHIohDn7xRWTS2gzyCWcwn6uqJi-aSIFx60EeL0lwgvLTQ0OkOm1PMPqkclKYX2ttkGH3Mw6S9e1Rn__g-fxlC16Ro2TVqwTZc7LZdCB0XtZDHI0ab2BCRnjUsVgUaoNJCDn0wqSP5tMrkJ-r82ZM1wJw4V8t4kf0YvwRQ
https://www.facebook.com/ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDqrvsGFT-MDx40k_C_sW0rbf_czOYZ_agog_-UR3zyFxxr0J1FXdNS_FU_GIJKaArGNcxOxOcaZJE8&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBCkfuo5C2ZcJJdNeIhyYm91wL_6Hy373z3jcZjAnG79ZPtQr0AMKNsbYdUTzt4SH44ioIreodfCMlwgHqL-cftJMICQ9koe81xSmaL14XPdQVYF-H2frG5yY5qvL7Y4nXESH6p_i4xusCBYsGGFHDOjcpJxfbEVuvnuh_0kiFD3-ifoehZFHIohDn7xRWTS2gzyCWcwn6uqJi-aSIFx60EeL0lwgvLTQ0OkOm1PMPqkclKYX2ttkGH3Mw6S9e1Rn__g-fxlC16Ro2TVqwTZc7LZdCB0XtZDHI0ab2BCRnjUsVgUaoNJCDn0wqSP5tMrkJ-r82ZM1wJw4V8t4kf0YvwRQ
https://www.facebook.com/cawards.org/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAFeZm9KSwvf9i6Xh8x-dLncqJDuun8Hjpke8wREpK8sAZAdH1bcfNAV3IfmscjA_2L0FE8Ppnt3Ccb&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCX0KQp1Pll6blw2QKK_wa4oVCKIXkHTlEGWgazXY71HxuluF1wPrkFT8vtiZg5e3ZYeUzrGoBW5YmIdyi5kQ7GvcygFwWqsiXeQB_z98tZZDc4faEX_oQlNXWOxcQ5J4WrCvlaBMWb6Rf4E4V1gjtFi6OcdLdoVnhNddYbDDSKsORXsGzMPXUKXFWc40tIqset9r7CHhdjDbhJwt0eI1GpW1Ck3MsylwTSSA6oWbop4QwK9LOUvS05rEaCc_AFeJ0f5tr4cI0IC5f5wNamrzDR5hD--Ui0WQMw8LqOvTqcUsZGqyaJIFCo7bvba1F1kSEe0fLgZGDTvnOtzc6tuQOuwZyYzjGh5Q
http://bigmuddyfilm.com/2020/03/02/the-winners-of-the-42nd-annual-big-muddy-film-festival/
https://www.lafilmfestivals.com/la-black-film-fest?fbclid=IwAR0h_wwHT3g6qbW9jsjzKrcF8P23WeVq0Ogk_WsUKD0pMCLJZeNKAvSW6EQ
https://www.sdbff.com/saturday.html?fbclid=IwAR3dlrHmVKYeFBrXCxKT-lNZYzLCiyHBylEIP4ILswPczYevxbT5mdB1bUE
https://www.facebook.com/TreasureCoastIntFilmFestival/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD7UpEKEf1J8tGncnPueoSevX5NQx8ULtIrfx18QrohBMX4gP2V5MN71egsOOaJ8H4CZ5X1OMdujfKL&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCUo_t4_M2msl2ybPsmh6xSgjqyK99wOkBLStsHBW1lVYD04fyTIrOtDfmUdFcb4QJQ9onmp3c1rZWeCNSeFnJzxLOhIIXAFlS699maeSCrTN4kCgvoPpDautENlJgOV9U4iFlWq6gotGC8cByK_iN5O4KJZbyEA7Lsoe4UOnmhb_DWYW-KbW2stfcHIAi1AJOp6nRlYJAThOZGfSoG74Tpb-0oNFrEj-ZNbjZMp-sZ9j9Foq4jLot4rDCk1mTZPZ7VvgI99NGp4YxKJTSmmypt1rQNZNFO5erxD5VHLeqPK74oXY-z7KNDq6SsKcMGVZfKhVZNpEviwH9S9arNn0QG5A


screened at the 22nd Thessaloniki Film Festival.

 

Jennifer Boles (MFA Doc Media '19) was interviewed by Miniflix talking about her most

recent documentary work. 

Michael Kastelein, MFA Writing grad, was recently hired to be the co-producer for
Marvel's upcoming series Moon Knight which will premiere in late 2021. Prior to this, he was
hired to work as the story editor for Marvel's The Falcon and the Winter Soldier, which will be
released in November 2020 and worked on Apple TV+'s series Truth Be Told, which released
in December.

Faculty News

Lecturer Calum Walter 's (above, at
far left) film Meridian premiered at
this year's Sundance Film Festival in
Utah.

American Factory, a feature
documentary edited by adjunct
instructor Lindsay Utz and associate
edited by Timothy Fryett (MFA Doc
Media '17), took home the Oscar for
Best Documentary on Oscar
night. American Factory is available to
stream on Netflix.

https://www.tcifilmfest.org/you-name-it?fbclid=IwAR3YpDDvs46jjEJYJl8xZM994y9dCkJ-nGVdsRv72GpLyWn5Oo6OudDxD44
https://blog.miniflix.tv/2020/01/23/creating-cinema-out-of-history-a-miniflix-interview-with-jennifer-boles/?fbclid=IwAR0Qvm5LvxlQhcC1KPATHX1o2XWQ7Bz3FeMLcPqmqljfIpJPRugkujgkXp4


David Tolchinsky’s film, Cassandra, has been acquired by Alter (watchalter.com), an
online VOD platform, associated with production company Gunpowder & Sky, and Tolchinsky
has entered into a development/first look deal with Alter to develop the feature version of the
film. At Women in Horror Film Festival, Cassandra was named Best Thriller Short and Best
Editing (festival-wide).

Additionally, his film Creature Companion, which was produced with Dan Silverstein and
directed by former RTVF faculty Melika Bass, premiered in Alabama at the Lindsay Film
Festival in March.

Professor Kyle Henry received the the Provost Faculty Grants
for Research in Humanities, Social Sciences and the Arts for
his experimental essay film, Trace of Time, which examines the
relationship of personal family archives to the scourge of
Alzheimers and dementia.

Current Student News
Undergraduates



RTVF Senior Genevieve Kane works for
Macaulay Culkin’s satirical lifestyle website
“Bunny Ears.” This winter a video Genevieve
made dropped on YouTube and has officially
reached over 50k views. The video is a “My
Strange Addiction” satire, and features a
guest appearance by Macaulay Culkin.

RTVF Senior Rachel Fimbianti attended
the National Collegiate Research Conference
at Harvard University with her research on
decoding how well the films Captain Marvel
and Wonder Woman were received outside
of the normal measures of success within the
film industry.

Screen Cultures

PhD student Evelyn Kreutzer published a video essay “The Mighty Maestro on Screen” in
NECSUS.

Screen Cultures PhD candidate Whitney

Pow has accepted a tenure track teaching

position at NYU’s Department of Media,

Culture, and Communication as Assistant

Professor of Queer and Transgender Media

Studies.

https://necsus-ejms.org/the-mighty-maestro-on-screen/


Writing for the Screen & Stage

MFA Gahee Lee was selected as an award winner with his short script "Copycats" at White
Unicorn International Film Festival, Outstanding Achievement Award at Druk International
Film Festival, Finalist at Top Shorts Film Festival, Festigious Film festival, Officially
Selected at Los Angeles Film Awards. In addition, another script of his, "A Creep" was
officially selected for FINDECOIN Independent International Short Film Festival, Officially
Selected at Austin Comedy Short Film Festival, Rhino Comedy Shorts Film Festival,
FINDECOIN Independent International Short & Feature Film Festival, Festigious
International Film Festival, White Unicorn International Film Festival, Druk International
Film Festival, Los Angeles Film Awards and Wimbledon Library Film Club, Finalist at Top
shorts Film Festival and Festigious Film Festival. And his script "Time Museum
Evanston", was nominated as Semi-Finalist(Top25) at Table Read My Screenplay Park City
contest, won Best Short Screenplay at Festigious Film Festival, Honorable Mention at
California International Shorts Festival, Honorable Mention at Los Angeles Film
Awards, Best Short Script at Druk International Film Festival, Semi-Finalist at London
Independent Story Prize, Finalist at Top Shorts Film Festival, and Officially Selected at White
Unicorn International Film Festival and Wimbledon Library Film Club

MFA Josefina Valenzuela Cerda launched her narrative experience for Virtual Reality
"The Circle" in the Oculus Go Store with a premiere at Redline VR in Chicago.

Sound Arts & Industries

In a joint event between the MA in Sound
Arts and Industries and MFA in
Documentary Media programs, sound artist
Ernst Karel presented a screening of the
film Electro-Pythgoras at Block Cinema on
February 13.

Documentary Media

At the Gene Siskel Film Center of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Milton Guillen's

(Class of 2020) PRESENCE OF THE PAST screened as part of the Panorama Latinx Short

Film Showcase. Guillen’s feature The Maribor Uprisings also screened at Northwestern, a

screening sponsored by The United World Colleges (UWC) Club. Guillén was also named a

2020 Bay Area Video Coalition (BAVC) MediaMaker Fellow and as he has been named

a Tribeca Film Institute All Access Grantee for his film ON THE MOVE. The film follows three

visual artists in exile from Syria, Sudan and Nicaragua as they strive to remain emotionally

connected to their turbulent home countries.

Chris Churchill (Class of 2021) released a book, Twenty Years Without a Weekend, that tells

the story of his 20 years as a Chicago tour guide.  The book is available on Amazon.

https://wuiff.com
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
https://findecoin2017.wixsite.com/findecoin
https://tablereadmyscreenplay.com
https://www.josefinavalenzuelacerda.com/the-circle-vr
https://www.blockmuseum.northwestern.edu/cinema/2020/electro-pythagoras-a-portrait-of-martin-bartlett-2017-with-sound-designer-ernst-karel.html?fbclid=IwAR2i2CRo5ufdhOwDz1IfB3qjqzoLyaHnTQr84_YiQfaloOorinnOri24Ux8
https://www.siskelfilmcenter.org/panoramalatinx-showcase?fbclid=IwAR0vFu9CbPn3CVuXxSnSxjUay0z0nwiX-lasi8u7cKzriyFQTk1TjALV3t4
http://mariboruprisings.org/
https://www.tfiny.org/blog/detail/meet_the_2020_tribeca_all_access_grantees
https://www.facebook.com/TribecaFilmInstitute/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAdG4slaOT8UILLK2qlNVWJp6gvJqG1_R_iwusyxvC_T8T0C4xAMeVWqocji-iiyW3zGYAWg8YFlCwE&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAW1pkVGyANvm6cld_Tjr5GuhLF2zTBvHTDuym2DpN49mrw8VtKI9_JqOEUBQUt4hp6EI08OTDrmdDmRQHtyiJU_gftpXZM7cz9DdXs4yM_EM2GJIFs_c__dn9gj_TdVgbdey703RG4KLmI-w7XhYmbXjNHqRCxReJG6Xfaq8Pchynn9r0fwZsFf3P51nwYs-jrTqgh_QUcxpk4vMg6huVvq7k0RH2X-_c7Jf5VlQzLbMyUkRsVH4Qmxyf9FQE4h_dCEKCgnXGvnL9-RI5hdOEYOO7noEU4Gd2J_AdEizwNg_gN0-5dOMSpoyrIGbO-GTVOiu7n_BJ3SXcSysIzbS7JfA
https://www.amazon.com/Twenty-Years-Without-Weekend-Churchill/dp/1712570978
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